
Space Facts for Kids - Printable Pack 
From Space Facts for Kids by Ben Hollis (Oro Enigma Publishing). Print as many copies as you 

need. 

The Solar System Poster 

Planet Distance from the 

Sun 
How wide A day A year Known 

moons 
Made of 

Mercury 58 million km 4,880 km 59 Earth days 88 days 0 Rock and metal 

Venus 108 million km 12,100 km 243 Earth days 225 days 0 Rock, under thick hot clouds 

Earth 150 million km 12,742 km 24 hours 365 days 1 Rock, water and air 

Mars 228 million km 6,779 km 24 hours 37 

min 
687 days 2 Rock and rusty dust 

Jupiter 778 million km 140,000 

km 
10 hours 12 years Nearly 100 Hydrogen and helium gas 

Saturn 1.4 billion km 116,000 

km 
10.7 hours 29 years Well over 

100 
Gas, with rings of ice 

Uranus 2.9 billion km 51,000 km 17 hours 84 years 28 Ice and gas, on its side 

Neptune 4.5 billion km 49,000 km 16 hours 165 

years 
16 Ice and gas, very windy 

 

A way to remember the order: My Very Easy Method Just Speeds Up Naming. 
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The Size Chart 

Object How wide About the size of 

The Sun 1.4 million km 109 Earths side by side 

Jupiter 140,000 km 11 Earths side by side 

Saturn 116,000 km 9 Earths side by side 

Uranus 51,000 km 4 Earths side by side 

Neptune 49,000 km 4 Earths side by side 

Earth 12,742 km A peppercorn, if the Sun is a football 

Venus 12,100 km Almost the same as Earth 

Mars 6,779 km Half of Earth 

Ganymede 5,268 km The biggest moon; bigger than Mercury 

Mercury 4,880 km A third of Earth 

The Moon 3,474 km A quarter of Earth 

Pluto 2,377 km Smaller than the Moon 

Ceres 940 km The biggest asteroid 

Enceladus 504 km It would fit inside France 

Phobos 27 km A city 

Halley's Comet (the solid part) 15 km A town 

The International Space Station 109 m A football pitch 

The Saturn V rocket 111 m A 36-storey building 

Sputnik 1 58 cm A beach ball 
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The Quiz Sheet 

 Question Answer 

1 How long does the Sun's light take to reach Earth?  

2 Which is the biggest planet?  

3 The hottest planet, and why?  

4 How many people have walked on the Moon?  

5 A light year: a time or a distance?  

6 Which planet has the biggest volcano?  

7 What are Saturn's rings made of?  

8 Which planet rolls on its side?  

9 Why did Pluto stop being a planet?  

10 Which moon is bigger than Mercury?  

11 Which moon has 400 volcanoes?  

12 Where is there an ocean twice the size of Earth's seas?  

13 What is a comet made of?  

14 What is a shooting star?  

15 The nearest star to the Sun?  

16 The brightest star in the night sky?  

17 What will happen to Betelgeuse?  

18 How do you find the North Star?  

19 What is a nebula?  

20 What is left when a giant star explodes?  
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21 What is a black hole?  

22 What is the Milky Way?  

23 The farthest thing you can see with your eyes?  

24 Why does a rocket work in space?  

25 How fast to stay in orbit?  

26 Why must astronauts exercise two hours a day?  

27 The first satellite, and when?  

28 The farthest spacecraft, and what it carries?  

29 How old is the universe?  

30 Is there life anywhere else?  
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My Space Object 

  

Name  

How to say it  

What kind of thing (star, planet, 

moon, dwarf planet, asteroid, 

comet, nebula, galaxy, 

spacecraft) 

 

Where it is  

How far away  

How big  

How hot or cold  

What it is made of  

Who or what has visited it  

Three facts  

My fun fact  

My drawing (on the back)  

 


