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The Depth-Zone Poster 

Zone How deep What it is like Who lives there 

The sunlit 

zone 

0 to 200 

metres 

Bright and warm; where 

the plants grow 

Whales, dolphins, sharks, turtles, 

reefs, tuna, plankton 

The twilight 

zone 

200 to 1,000 

metres 

Dim blue light fading to 

dark 

Squid, lanternfish, hatchetfish, 

diving sperm whales 

The midnight 

zone 

1,000 to 4,000 

metres 

Pitch dark and near 

freezing 

Anglerfish, giant squid, gulper eels, 

glowing jellies 

The abyss 4,000 to 6,000 

metres 

The flat dark floor of 

most of the ocean 

Sea cucumbers, brittle stars, sea 

pigs 

The trenches 6,000 to 

11,000 metres 

Deep cracks in the sea 

floor 

Snailfish, amphipods, and animals 

nobody has seen 
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The Size Chart 

Animal Length or height Weight About the size of 

Blue whale 24 to 30 m up to 150 

tonnes 

Three buses end to end 

Sperm whale 11 to 18 m 15 to 45 tonnes A lorry 

Whale shark 9 to 12 m up to 20 tonnes A bus 

Humpback whale 13 to 16 m 25 to 40 tonnes A bus 

Giant squid up to 13 m with tentacles up to 275 kg Two cars end to end 

Orca 6 to 9 m 3 to 6 tonnes A minibus 

Great white shark 4 to 6 m 700 to 1,100 kg A car 

Manta ray 7 m across up to 2 tonnes A living room 

Leatherback turtle 1.8 to 2.2 m 250 to 700 kg A bath 

Walrus 3 to 3.6 m 800 to 1,700 kg A small car 

Bottlenose dolphin 2 to 4 m 150 to 650 kg A person and a half 

Emperor penguin 1.1 to 1.3 m 22 to 45 kg A seven-year-old 

Sea otter 1 to 1.5 m 20 to 45 kg A big dog 

Octopus (giant Pacific) 4 m across up to 50 kg A dining table 

Puffin 30 cm 400 g A loaf of bread 

Clownfish 6 to 11 cm a few grams A finger 

Seahorse 1.5 to 35 cm a few grams A pencil 
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The Quiz Sheet 

 Question Answer 

1 The biggest animal that has ever lived?  

2 Is an orca a whale or a dolphin?  

3 What does a blue whale eat?  

4 What is a narwhal's tusk, really?  

5 Why are sea otters important to kelp forests?  

6 How does a dolphin find fish in murky water?  

7 How many hearts does an octopus have?  

8 The biggest fish in the world?  

9 Why does a hammerhead have a wide head?  

10 What does a leatherback turtle eat?  

11 Which seahorse carries the babies?  

12 Coral: plant, rock or animal?  

13 Name the five oceans.  

14 How deep does sunlight reach?  

15 What do phytoplankton give us?  

16 Why are sea animals dark on top and pale underneath?  

17 How does an anglerfish catch food?  

18 Which animal has the biggest eyes?  

19 What do polar bears hunt?  

20 Which penguin keeps its egg on its feet?  

21 Why does a whale come to the surface?  
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22 What does a frightened pufferfish do?  

23 Which bird glides for hours without flapping?  

24 How does a sea star eat a mussel?  

25 What is a Portuguese man o' war made of?  

26 Which fish was thought extinct until 1938?  

27 Why do plastic bags harm turtles?  

28 The deepest place in the sea?  

29 Where do hermit crabs get their shells?  

30 Which sea mammal eats only plants?  
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My Sea Animal 

  

Name  

How to say it  

What kind of animal (mammal, 

fish, reptile, bird, mollusc, 

crustacean, echinoderm, 

cnidarian) 

 

Where it lives  

Which zone of the sea  

How big  

How heavy  

What it eats  

What eats it  

Three facts  

My fun fact  

My drawing (on the back)  

 


