Bible Study for Beginners -
Printable Worksheets

From Bible Study for Beginners by Martha Ellison (Oro Enigma
Publishing). Print as many copies as you need, for yourself or a

group.

Worksheet 1 - The SOAP page

Date and passage

S - Scripture: the
verse or sentence,
copied out

O - Observation:
what it says (who,
what, where, what
stood out, what | did
not understand)

A - Application: one
specific thing, today

P - Prayer: two or
three lines from the
passage




Worksheet 2 - The inductive study

Step Notes

Passage, translation,
date

Observe: Who?
What? When and
where? Why?

Repeated words

Connecting words
(therefore, but, so
that, because,
if...then)

Commands,
promises,
comparisons, lists,
questions

What| did not
understand

(questions for step 2)

Interpret: the main
pointin one
sentence

What it meant to the
first readers

Key words and what
they mean

Cross-references
and what they add

What two
commentaries say
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Apply: what this
shows about God

What this shows
about people

A command,
promise, example,
sin, or truth

One specific thing |
will do, and when
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Worksheet 3 - The book overview

Book; date read
straight through

Author, date, first
readers, occasion
(Part 3; study Bible)

My outline: sections
and titles

The themes
(repeated words and
ideas, with
references)

The key verse or
passage

The book's message
in one sentence

The book's message
in one paragraph

Passages to study
with Worksheet 2

What | noticed on the
second reading

Worksheet 4 - The word study and verse map

Word; verse where |
met it
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Original word and
Strong's number

Range of meaning
(lexicon)

Other uses (a dozen,
in context) and how
they are translated

What the word
means in this
passage

Verse map: the
verse in two or three
translations

Key words boxed:
original, meaning,
one cross-reference
each

What comes before
and after

The verse in my own
words

One application
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Worksheet 5 - The character study

Person; the
passages (in order)

Timeline:
background, calling,
main events, crisis,
end

Family, work, place,
the people around
them

Their own words (the
best evidence)

Strengths

Weaknesses and
failures

Turning points; how
they responded to
failure and to God

What God did with
and through them;
what the text says
God thought

The New
Testament's use of
them

What this life shows
about God, about

people, and for me
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Worksheet 6 - The topical study

Topic, defined
narrowly

The words the Bible
uses forit (including
the old ones)

The main passages
(concordance,
topical Bible, cross-
references)

Discarded (used the
word but notthe

subject)

What the Old
Testament says

What Jesus says

What the letters say

The tension: the
verse that pushes
back

Summary paragraph,
with references

One application
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Worksheet 7 - The prayer journal page

Date Passage The word or | My prayer Answered /
phrase that revisited
caught me

Worksheet 8 - The group leader's page, and the
plan checklist

Meeting
preparation

Passage; date; who
is reading aloud

My own inductive
study done
(Worksheet 2)

Observation question
("What did you
notice?")

Five or six open
questions,
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observation to
meaning to

application

The one hard
question | may be
asked, and where |

will look

The application
question

Who has been quiet
lately, to ask by
name

Prayer needs from
last week to follow

up

The 12-week plan checklist. Tick each reading (Chapter 13).

Week D1 [ D2 [ D3 | D4 [ D5 | SOAP Weekend
done study
1 Mark O10 1010 [0
2 Mark OLO 1010 10
3 Genesis O10 1010 (0
4 Genesis OLO0 1010 10
5 Exodus O10 1010 [0
6 John OLO 1010 10
7 John O10 1010 [0
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8 Acts O10 (01010

9 Philippians, O10 (010 [0
Ephesians

10 Romans, James OO0 10 10O [0

11 Ruth, Samuel O1T0O010 10O 10O

12 Isaiah, Luke O1TO 1010 [0
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